[Exposure of our children to pesticides, PCB and potentially critical anions].
Among environmental pollutants the organohalogens still play an important role since they accumulate in human fat tissue and are secreted with mother's milk during lactation. Fortunately DDT-, HCH- and HCB-levels decreased in breast milk during the last years. In contrast, the PCB concentrations were still three-to five-fold above the permitted limits for cow's milk. Fat tissue of 262 newborns, infants and children was already as severely loaded with organohalogens as human milk. However, children with malignant tumors or congenital malformations did not show elevated concentrations in fat tissue. The significance of the potentially critical anions such as nitrate, nitrite, bromide, sulfate for the health of our children needs further clarification.